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BERGEN PUBLIC LIBRARY (BERGEN OFFENTLIGE BIBLIOTEK)

Besides a broad range of modern Norwegian and foreign literature and other materials, the 

library holds older special collections and archives of great value. Amongst them the Grieg 

archives.

A total amount of  707.059 (as of Dec.2008) books magazines, newspapers, sheet music, CDs, 

videos etc. are available for the library users. 

Every item in the collections published after 1964 (except sheet music) and a substantial part 

of the older collections are searchable in the web catalogue.

In 2008 Bergen public Library had 1.495.017 books in circulation, and 1.254.425 visitors. 

Circulation increased, but attendance still showed a slight decline from 2007.

Staff: 82,97 not counting caretakers and cleaners.

The library buys books, CDs, newspapers etc. to the amount of  7.450.058 Norwegian kr. a 

year (2008), covering 42.949 new items.

Bergen has 247.746 inhabitants (Dec.31.2007) and is geographically a large town, 465 square 

kilometres. There are densely populated areas, as well as parts with scattered population. 

There are 6 branch libraries and a mobile library. Four of the branch libraries are quite large, 

according to Norwegian standards (Area: 400-650 m2. Staff: 5,3 – 6,25. Number of loans per 

year: 134.000 – 167.000).

In addition the Norwegian state authorities pay Bergen Off. Bibliotek for running a library in 

two state prisons in Bergen. 



Media like CDs and videos/DVDs represent 38,4 % of the total circulation.

The net library, (NETTBIBLIOTEKET), gained in importance also this year. Number of 
visits to the Net library showed a 14 % increase from 4,73 mill in 2007 to 5,4 mill.in 2008.
Searching the library web-catalogue (including MappaMi and RSS) is the most popular 
service, and represents 58% of total use, and there are every year a substantial increase in 
the use of sites produced by library staff. 

Edvard Grieg sites had 190.000 visitors.

 
Productivity
Increase in productivity since 1995 has been enormous, some of it refers to new technology, 
but most of it is clear effectiveness. 




